
MANAGING & PREVENTING HARMFUL SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR

Overview of possible behaviours Overview of suggested strategies

Overview of Planning Responses and Management of Sexual Behaviours

Level of risk Guidance / procedure

Multi-Agency Public Protection 
Arrangements (MAPPA)

Child Protection

Care and Risk Management (CARM) 
procedures

Team Around the Child 
(TAC) meeting

Relationships, Sexual Health and 
Parenthood Education Curriculum 

Framework (RSHP) 3-18 years

•	 Part of social, emotional, physical 
and mental wellbeing

•	 Development of positive 
behaviours

•	 PSHE embedded within core 
RSHP framework, thematic 
and curricular programmes

Healthy, age 
appropriate 
sexual behaviours

Very concerning/
concerning 
behaviours

Serious risk

Forth Valley - Harmful Sexual 
Behaviour Guidelines 2021

•	 No intent to cause harm
•	 Exploratory
•	 Consensual
•	 No power differential
•	 Spontaneous
•	 Parent/carers concerned/supportive

•	 Monitor, record, support, 
review, inline with current 
establishments procedures

•	 Deliver RSHP

Inappropriate/
problematic 
behaviours

•	 Sexual Abuse, Sexual Exploitation
•	 Elements of Planning, Secrecy, 

Force, Coercion
•	 Power differentials - size, age, 

strength, status

•	 Comprehensive risk 
assessments/planning

•	 Intensive support/intervention
•	 Multi agency risk
•	 Management IAF
•	 Possible community disclosure
•	 Victim safety plan

•	 Not age appropriate
•	 Victims/bystander exhibit fear, 

anxiety, discomfort
•	 Frequent incidents
•	 Links to behaviour disorders e.g. 

relationships, anger

•	 Monitor review
•	 Support strategies
•	 Safety/care plans
•	 Initial enquiry
•	 Alert to multi-agency risk 

management team


